
SCHOOL COUNCIL
OCTOBER 19, 2020



AGENDA

Standing items
• Approval of previous meeting minutes Chair

• Student Report

• Teacher Report

• Admin. Report

• Future Meeting dates and topics

• Program options at Denison:

-International Certificate Program (ICP)

-Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM)

• Council Discussion Items (call for items??)

• Next meeting - ?????????, @ 7.00 PM

Date Topic



LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We would like to start by acknowledging that we are on the traditional territories of the 
Wendat, the Haudenosaunee (ho-dee-no-SHOW-nee), and the Anishinaabe (a-nish-i-NAA-
bay) peoples, whose presence here continues to this day. We also would like to 
acknowledge this is the treaty lands of the First Nations of the Williams Treaty and thank 
them and other Indigenous peoples for sharing this land with us. We would also like to 
acknowledge the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation as our closest First Nation 
community and our partners in education.

https://firststoryblog.wordpress.com/2015/12/19/to-learn-more-about-torontos-huron-wendat-heritage/
http://www.haudenosauneeconfederacy.com/
http://www.anishinabek.ca/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100029004/1100100029017
http://georginaisland.com/


REPORTS

Student Council –welcome Harith

Teacher Report Sarah Vickers

Principal Report

Boiler Upgrade
Interim Reports October 22
Family Night Oct 29 (Invite in 
TeachAssist and ZOOM Meetings)

TOKW?? 
School Council Nov 16 ??
Grad Thursday Nov 26



COUNCIL MEETING DATES:

Date Topic

September 21 TeachAssist monitoring your student’s performance

October 19 Programs for students IDC, SHSM

November 16 Post secondary destinations

December 14 Mental Health and Well-being for Parents of students

January 18 Course selections

February 16 TBD



COUNCIL EXECUTIVE

Call for members
• Chair/Co-Chair: Chris, Emmy

• Treasurer: Kamala

• Secretary:  Mike

• Members:  Jason, Monica, Trish



INTERNATIONAL 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM



WHAT IS IT?

❏ A 4-year certificate program for students who are interested in global 
citizenship and intercultural awareness.

❏ Students concentrate their studies in 4 key areas - language 
acquisition; international coursework; international experience and 
engagement and 4-year portfolio/resume of accomplishments in the 
program

❏ In addition, students will complete a ‘legacy’ project
❏ Students will be assigned a ICP Advisor (John Piper/Danielle 

Nicoletta/Summer Harris/Evelyn Morris)



WHO CAN APPLY & WHO ADMINISTERS?

❏ Open to any DDSS student (we are the only school in YRDSB offering 
this program)

❏ All pathways are honoured in this program (University, College, 
Workplace)

❏ Entry to the program can be in Gr. 9, 10 or 11 (more difficult in later 
grades)

❏ Application and interview process - see application form
❏ The pilot program will be administered by John Piper, Summer Harris 

and Evelyn Morris [and anyone else that wants to help]



THE PROGRAM IN A NUTSHELL

COMPONENT #1

1) International 
languages

1) Intercultural 
Communication and 
Global Citizenship 
Workshop

COMPONENT #2

1) International 
coursework

1) Internationalized 
summative tasks

COMPONENT #3

1) International 
experience and 
engagement (100 hrs)

A. Long term student 
exchange

B. Short term overseas 
experiences

C. Active engagement in 
local organizations that 
have an 
international/UN SDG 

Please drag a star to the 
component you would like to know 
more about.



SHSM (SPECIALIST HIGH SKILLS MAJOR) 

INFORMATION
DR. JOHN M. DENISON S.S.



SPECIALIST 
HIGH 
SKILLS 
MAJOR 
(SHSM)



DISCUSSION ITEMS:

1. SHSM OVERVIEW - WHY SHSM

1. OVERALL REQUIREMENTS 

1. 2 OPTIONS: BUSINESS AND HEALTH AND WELLNESS

1. HOW TO APPLY/ KNOW IF YOUR CHILD IS ENROLLED

1. SHSM Student Site: There is a Google Site that will be 
available soon!! (enrolled students will be emailed when available)



WHY SHSM?

● SHSM Recognition on your diploma (Red Seal and list of certificates etc.)
● $500 SHSM Entrance Award at University of Guelph-Humber
● $500 Lakehead University SHSM Award Lakehead University
● $2,000 St. Mary’s St. Mary’s University in Nova Scotia 
● $1,000 OAC Specialist High Skills Major Program Scholarships at 

Guelph

1. CUSTOMIZE your secondary school education to suit your 
interests and talents; 

2. DEVELOP specialized knowledge and skills that are valued by the 
sector and postsecondary education institutions; 

3. EARN credits that are recognized by the sector and 
postsecondary education institutions; 

4. EXPAND essential Skills and work habits that are valued by the 
sector 

5. Identify, explore, and refine your career goals and make 
informed decisions about your  postsecondary destination; 

https://www.electronicinfo.ca/universities/lakehead-orillia


The picture can't be displayed.

Dual Credits,
University Visits,

YRDSB Skills 
Competitions,

Accelerated OYAP,
Fast Track 

4 Major Courses, 
2 Co-op Credits, 

Related Courses with 
Contextualised 

Content

The Five Required Components
• a bundle of eight to ten Grade 11 and Grade 12 

credits;

• sector recognised certifications and training 
courses;

• experiential learning activities within the sector;

• “reach ahead” experiences in the student’s 
post-secondary destination of choice;

• Sector Partnered Contextualized Experience
(SPCE) to develop Essential Skill of problem
solving (ICE, Math or Coding focus)

Job Shadowing,
Job Twinning,

Work Experience

First Aid, CPR,
WHMIS, and more….

Thinking, Problem 
Solving, Computer Use, 

Numeracy



BUSINESS & HEALTH AND WELLNESS HANDOUTS 

Course 
requireme

nts and 
options are 

listed.

Certificati
on, reach 
ahead and 
experienti
al  options 
are listed.

FLYER 
EXAMPLE:



TEACHER LEADERS AT DENISON  
1. Business SHSM Lead: Evelyn Morris - Business 

Department Head 
● evelyn.morris@yrdsb.ca

1. Health and Wellness Lead: TBD

mailto:evelyn.morris@yrdsb.ca


HOW WILL SHSM WORK THIS 
YEAR?  

The SHSM Regional Team is working hard to provide as many board 
wide opportunities as possible, to support school staff and their 
schedules this year. SHSM Regional Teachers will be working with 
school staff to provide all required components of the SHSM program 
this school year. 

In 2020-21 SHSM activities could happen:
● Within classes, led by classroom teacher
● Outside of class time, on a voluntary basis (ex. A student attending 

a virtual tour of a chosen post-secondary institution…)
● Planned by the Regional SHSM team, scheduled within the school 

day  (at this time we are awaiting approval for virtual field trips).
● Planned by in school SHSM Lead scheduled within the school day  

(at this time we are awaiting approval for virtual field trips).

All activities completed by students will be logged by 
staff supervising the activity or by student self-report 
forms available on the SHSM Google Classroom.



HOW TO APPLY

bit.ly/YRDSBSHSMapp

There will be no paper 
applications with 

signatures this school 
year. Parent/guardian is 

cc’d on the student 
welcome email and may 
contact the school with 

any questions or concerns.



As an enrolled SHSM student, you can track your own 
SHSM progress in your myBlueprint High School Plan 

SHSM Planner for Enrolled Students

Click the SHSM tab at 
the top or 

View Progress button 
on the right



The SHSM Tab provides you with a detailed overview of 
your progress and requirements

SHSM Planner for Enrolled Students

• View the requirements that 
have been fulfilled

• View the courses that are 
fulfilling each bundled credit 
requirement

• Learn about additional 
requirements and what still 
needs to be completed



NEED MORE SUPPORT?
Contact your guidance department or the teacher leads.

Google Classroom: Yes! Many virtual opportunities will be communicated here!

*New Student Google Site: Regional Opportunities will be communicated here!

Visit the Board website.
www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/shsm

Additional Online Resources and Information
Ministry of Education 

www.ontario.ca/shsm

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/shsm
http://www.ontario.ca/shsm


COUNCIL DISCUSSION ITEMS
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